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Thank you, Mr Speaker for this opportunity you have given me to contribute to the Statement 

the Hon Member made as regards the operation and the handling of herbs. Mr Speaker, I talk on 

the bases that I am a health practitioner. We really need to make it very practical by the measures 

we would take to be able to streamline the operations of these herbalists. 

Mr Speaker, we accept the fact that the herbalists are very helpful. Some of these medicines that 

we use today –– the English medicines –– are derived from herbs; but when we look at it, it is 

very clear that with the way they prepare the herbs, most of them do not follow hygienic 

methods. 

Mr Speaker, secondly, they do not know the chemical preparation, and even the preservation is 

a problem. Sometimes, they feel that when the herbs have maggots, then that is when the herb 

is very effective; but these ones cause a lot of problems to our bodies. 

Mr Speaker, like the other Hon Member who contributed said, we should try our best and 

connect them to the regulatory bodies, so that they would be able to supervise them very well. 

If we cannot weed them out, then we should see how we could support them to be able to 

operate in a very decent manner. 

Mr Speaker, I would also propose that we deal with the District Assemblies or the Municipal 

Assemblies, because I observed that in my place, they have periods that they go to renew their 

licences for operation. Before the licences are renewed, I believe that they should be able to 

produce, perhaps, some documents on in-service training so that it would show that they had 

been given some special knowledge to be able to go about their operations. Otherwise, they are 

doing a good thing, but when we look at it, most of them actually create and worsen health 

conditions. 

Mr Speaker, with these few words, I would want to thank you for the opportunity, and we are 

grateful because it is something that could enhance the health status of our people. 


